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Volume 18    Number 4                                                                                                             October 2003

	Presidents Column

Greetings members !

 Just a few quick notes & announcements.

First a very large THANK YOU to all who helped or supported our yard sale, bake and food tables, book sale and open house.

Since our last newsletter our Board of Directors has voted to upgrade our operation by purchasing a new copier machine.

Advance notice – Our November program will feature railroads, especially the Pennsylvania Railroad which serviced Spring City.  This program is the third and last in a series featuring transportation.

Also we have ordered an additional supply of the Spring City & Royersford Postcard History books and they will be available for purchase within the next several weeks.  This book makes an excellent birthday or holiday gift. Reserve your copy now.

We could use more volunteers to staff the museum.  Each volunteer serves a two hour time slot.  Either 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM or 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.  Training will be provided.

Hope to see you on October 8th.

                                                               R.L.W.


 Membership Meeting

Ken Reed Auction Company

    65 East Bridge Street 

           Spring City

         Wednesday 

  Octoberr 8th  2003    

            7:30 P.M.
Trolley Program

       I hope you enjoyed last month’s feature story in our newsletter on the local trolley.  This month’s program speaker is Stan Bowman.  Stan will be presenting a special slide program on local trolleys.  His presentation will cover many of the local trolley lines in our area and I’m sure he will include the Montgomery & Chester  Electric Railway in his show.

A special thanks to Jim Burns and Mike Stehman for their extraordinary efforts which helped to make our yard sale a success in spite of the bad weather.  A job well done!  

The Permanent Bridge
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       On May 4th 1884 a fire that originated in the Yost grist mill quickly spread to the covered bridge nearby.   By the time the fire had burned out the mill and bridge were left in ruins.  This was not the first bridge lost by the local people.  Several of the local residents still had memories of the original covered bridge being washed down stream by the high waters in 1850.  Therefore it was not unusual to hear the words stronger and more permanent being used in the many of the discussions that were being held concerning the replacement of the bridge.   

       The Phoenix Bridge Company in nearby Phoenixville, Pa. was known for its new-patented iron column that was used in both railroad and highway bridges. These iron columns, known for their superior strength, were manufactured by the Phoenix Iron Company and used by the Bridge Company all over the US.  Stockholders awarded the contract to build a new iron bridge to the Phoenix Bridge Company at a cost of $13,000. Soon thereafter, beams were being shipped up on the canal and construction of the new bridge began.  In the photo view above you can see the iron bridge with a name plaque mounted on the top.  I always thought that this sign might say Spring City or Schuylkill River, but upon closer inspection of the old postcard you can make out the wording “Phoenix Bridge Co”.  This bridge was later purchased by the Montgomery and Chester County Commissioners for $35,000 and declared free of toll.  In one of the local stories of the times a reference was made to the new “Permanent Bridge”.  That permanent structure would stand for only 38 years.  
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The above drawings are from the Phoenix Bridge Company and represent the proposed bridge to be constructed between Spring City and Royersford. 

Postcard view of the Iron Bridge crossing the Schuylkill River at Spring City and Royersford
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Samuel Reeves patented the Phoenix Column in 1862.  Although not widely used until the 1880’s it represented a significant advance in engineering design.  Unlike cast iron columns,  it was made up of rolled wrought-iron segments riveted through flanges, enabling taller, heavier stronger structures with the ability to withstand vibration and buckling.  It was produced at the Phoenix Iron Works, and extensively used by the Phoenix Bridge Company.

Actual cross section of a column that was used in the old Spring City – Royersford Iron Bridge.

Inside diameter of 4 13/16” as shown in the illustration above labeled B1.  Two of these beams are used as main support beams in the Barn Museum of the SFAHS.
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     One Sunday afternoon when I was hosting at the old railroad station museum, a visitor told me about the party on the iron bridge.  It was a story about the dedication ceremonies and big celebration held right after the bridge opened in 1884.   Her grandmother’s favorite story was telling all about dancing on the old bridge on that night of the celebration.  She said that it was like one huge block party held right on the bridge.  There were refreshments, vendors and even a band up on a platform playing music.  Dancing and partying went on into the evening hours.

         The bridge was a vital link between the two towns.  It was just as important then as it is now, probably more so.  The closest alternate bridges back then were the same ones we use today, Linfield and Black Rock.  The main difference is that in 1900 you were probably walking or in a horse and buggy.  In 1922 the old iron bridge was dismantled and hauled away and replaced by the concrete structure that is still in use today.

        The Permanent Bridge as it was known had been in use only 38 years.  It seems to me that this was a relatively short span of time, and certainly fell far below expectations.  The covered bridge that it had replaced was 34 years old and if not for fire, might have lasted much longer.  The most common explanation given for the demise of this bridge was rust and deterioration.  These conditions were caused by a lack of maintenance.  The beams from the old bridge that I have seen look just fine.  It is possible that there were joints that had weakened.  I really don’t know.  What I think is that with progress and the automobile age being ushered in, a new wider more modern cement bridge was in order.  That new modern bridge is now 81 years old.  Hundreds and hundreds of cars cross it everyday.  The iron bridge is but a memory, a place in history, a story from the past. 

A Special Poem

Last January when I started putting the Spring City & Royersford Postcard History Book down on paper I really couldn’t imagine the success it would enjoy or the many pleasant encounters it would bring forth.  One such contact comes to mind and that is my introduction to a poem by George Reitnour titled “Pennsylvania Line”.   

Last month Hy Mayerson and George were discussing the postcard view on page 12.  The house in the photo was George’s boyhood home.  He had written a poem that he shared with Hy.  Hy forwarded a copy to me and I was touched.  I read it several times as I began to grasp its meaning.  I asked George for permission to publish his poem in our newsletter and if he would be willing to write an introduction.  I am very pleased to be able to share this poem and its introduction with you.   The introduction is below.   WCB

Some historical society members, including Richard Obenshine, the late Lawrence Shaner (as an electrician), and I worked just upriver from Pennhurst at the filter plant that supplied water for Spring-Ford.  My father, Ben Reitnour, Jr. and his father also worked at the filter plant. The plant is constructed in part of stone built into the side of Crab Hill next to the Pennsylvania Railroad line and Swartz lock of the Schuylkill Canal.  I remember mowing the high, steep hillside, where plant operator Charles Good kept a vegetable garden, and looking out through swirls of swooping swallows over the plant, trains, canal and lawns down to the river, and thinking how beautiful this world is. I spent my life's first few years at the house, next to the water plant, shown on the Swartz lock post card.  I do not remember the canal in use, although my father's sister, Doris Snyder, does remember riding the last of the canal boats to use the canal.  I do remember my excitement and feelings of awe when the trains of the Pennsylvania Railroad line came through from the northwest as they rounded the bend close to where Washington crossed the Schuylkill in the Fall of 1777.  These feelings gave birth to the Pennsylvania Line poem.

 

I chose to write the "Pennsylvania Line" in free verse because no one metrical form could contain a descriptive first stanza (predominately trochaic--dada--rhythm), the halting, running, near-hysteria of the appearance in stanza 2, and finally stanza 3's classic dactylic train rhythm (chuchuchu).  End rhyme is used, but the real work is in the mesh of consonant sounds within each line, where there is a lot of play among the growling R, plosive B/P, and flowing L sounds.  Some explanations:  "crook-elbow jerking" refers to the universal signal developed by children after careful research to get engineers and truckers to blow their horns; "turtle-head hand of awe" is  the engineer's fist extending from his coveralls as he waves to me.  There is a reference to a "palm" and "strewn in His path"...I wish that opportunities for wonder and awe could replace dogmatic training and demands for critical thinking (tv and other influences) among young children. If awe is the seed for learning and religious love later in life, then experiences like this early encounter with mankind's creative energy lie behind my efforts to support community-building and cultural endeavors like the Colonial Theatre in Phoenixville where this poem was first read.  What do you think stands behind the building of the Boroughs and surrounding agricultural communities?  What stands behind the building of developments in the areas around the Boroughs, now?  Where are we going as a community and nation, and why?  These questions are the grist for my poetry.

 

George Reitnour

PS:  Thanks to Bill Brunner and Hy Mayerson for arranging the opportunity to share this poem.
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PENNSYLVANIA LINE

            Hunger bowled carboniferous hills, ushered rollers

          Down the vengeance-bent steel-guttered river

          Swath to Parker’s Ford, to the utter thrill of the sentinel-

          Canal-house child chinned on the third-floor windowsill,

          Back crooked, brown belly flesh pressed on the plaster,

          Praying those pinned rails should yield their master.

          Epiphany of the engine! Arms, legs thrown spindling,

          Stairpole to hallway to stairpole windging,

          Crashing, unhinging the screen door divide

          And rushing the black risen iron, a wild eyed

          Dog-boy running beside, crook-elbow jerking

          To yank at the clamoring, cookey air, working

          The windage until, from the coverall

          Breaks the turtle-head hand of awe.

          Fingers unfolding from palm and waving

          And pulling-oh Gloria! Gloria! - saving 

          Him! Pulling and Blowing the Horn ala Pity!

          Rails strewn in His path all the way to the city,

          Hosannas for thunder, thunder to birth

 The anthracite rock-a-bye earth.

                                         George Reitnour
	Museum Hours

1st & 3rd Sunday  1 pm – 3 pm

Tuesdays  6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Mondays          11 am – 3 pm

Wednesdays    11 am – 3 pm

Fridays              11 am – 3 pm

and by appointment
	
	                              Board Members

                   Board of Directors meets monthly.

          Officers

           Robert Weikel, President     610-948-9709 

           Lee Wanner, Vice President    610-948-5657

           Robert Mull, Vice President   610-948-7320

           Robert Hollenbach, Treasurer   610-948-3934

           John Fischer, Assistant Treasurer   610-948-5172

           Joyce Brunner, Recording Secretary   610-948-7551

           Anne Tudor, Corresponding Secretary   610-495-7402

           Carolyn Fetteroff, Museum Director   610-948-8378


	                Meetings

The membership meets at 7:30 pm on the second Wednesday of:

       February

       May

       September

       October

       November

Membership meetings held at

     Ken Reed Auction Co.

     65 E. Bridge Street

     Spring City, Pa


	The Spring-Ford Area Historical Society is a non-profit                            corporation organized exclusively for charitable purposes 

within the meaning of section 501 c 3 of the U.S. Internal 

Revenue Code of 1954 as amended.

          -Contributions are tax deductible-
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